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Cinematographer Louie Schwartzberg will present “A Love Story that Feeds the Earth,” about pollination, for TedxJacksonHole at Jackson Lake Lodge.

Conference shares ‘ideas worth spreading’

Who: A dozen-plus performers, presenters
What: TEDxJacksonHole

When: Sunday afternoon to evening
Where: Jackson Lake Lodge

How much: $25 and 100 free tickets
Web: TEDxJacksonHole.org

By Richard Anderson

Wind turbine blades modeled after
the flippers of a whale. A collaborative
art project involving thousands of par-
ticipants around the world. Using na-
ture to help design your house.

Good ideas are worth sharing. Bril-
liant ideas are worth sharing with as
big a crowd as possible. The nonprofit
organization TED has been devoted to
“Ideas Worth Spreading” since 1984,
and now Jackson Hole is ready to get
into the idea-sharing business with its
own TEDxJacksonHole conference.

Jackson Hole brims with natural
beauty, arresting landscapes and char-
ismatic wildlife. It also boasts a surplus
of brilliant minds. A handful of those lo-
cal minds — a photographer, a clown, a
pair of architects, a jazz pianist, to name
a few — as well as a few brilliant guests
from out of town will perform and pres-
ent at the inaugural TEDxJacksonHole.
In their brief (five to 15 minutes each)
time before the audience, they will talk
about ancient trees, the deepest seas,
Amazonian tribes and other subjects
that plumb the theme of “navigating
the landscape where science and nature
converge with inspiration and culture,”
in the words of organizer Lisa Samford,
executive director of the Jackson Hole
Wildlife Film Festival.

The conference of ideas takes place
Sunday at Jackson Lake Lodge in
Grand Teton National Park. Presenta-
tions will be clustered into two two-hour
sessions running from 1 to 3 p.m. and 4
to 6 p.m. A sunset reception will follow,
with telescopes courtesy of the Denver
Museum of Science and Nature set up
to take in the wonders of Jackson Hole’s
night sky. Then two encore screenings of
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Images from “One Day on Earth” — a global 24-hour media event created by
Kyle Ruddick — and Nona Yehia’s presentation about design and nature.

Brain Farm Digital Cinema’s new snow-
board film, “The Art of Flight,” starring
Jackson’s own Travis Rice, will wrap up
the day at 7 and 9 p.m.

TED stands for technology, enter-
tainment and design. For 25 years, the
nonprofit has hosted annual confer-
ences featuring “the world’s most fas-
cinating thinkers and doers, who are
challenged to give the talk of their lives
(in 18 minutes or less).” The organiza-
tion has posted more than 900 of these
TEDTalks on its website, TED.org.

Another of its programs is the TED
Prize of $100,000, given to an “excep-
tional individual” with “one wish to
change the world.” This year’s prize
went to JR, a street artist and photogra-
pher, whose wish was “for you” — mean-
ing us — “to stand up for what you care
about by participating in a global art
project,” with the modest goal of trans-
forming the world.

The art project took the form of a
worldwide photo shoot in which Jack-
son played a part. The poster-size por-
traits of community members that have
been popping up all over the valley were
dubbed “Faces of Freedom” and will be

archived with thousands of other por-
traits taken all over the world.

TED also facilitates TEDx confer-
ences, independently organized TED
events in cities and towns all around
the globe. In the last month alone, 149
TEDx events took place in 37 countries,
its website said. On Sunday, Jackson
Hole will join the list.

Samford is clearly thrilled by the line-
up and speaks of it with a sparkle in her
eye. A look at the presenters makes it
clear why. The 1 to 3 p.m. session has
been labeled “Inspiration and Explo-
ration” and will include Mike Cham-
berlain, manager of innovation for the
guest experience at the Monterey Bay
Aquarium, presenting on inventions in-
spired by the sea. Louie Schwartzberg
— award-winning cinematographer, di-
rector, producer and innovator in time-
lapse and slow motion cinematography
— will talk about the secrets of pollina-
tion. And Kyle Ruddick, creator of the
One Day on Earth project, will talk
about “Participatory Cinema.”

Also on tap are Robert E. Grady, a
Jackson-based venture capitalist and
investment banker; writer, photogra-

pher, filmmaker and TreeFight founder
David Gonzales; Brian Rutledge, execu-
tive director of Audubon Wyoming; and
choreographer Babs Case, pianist Keith
Phillips and a half dozen dancers from
Contemporary Dance Wyoming. Casey
Anderson — co-owner and director of
the Montana Grizzly Encounter, a griz-
zly bear sanctuary in Bozeman, Mont.
— will serve as master of ceremonies
and talk about his relationship with his
“best friend,” Brutus the Bear.

After a one-hour break — during
which the Teton Raptor Center will be
on hand to show off some of its avian
ambassadors — session two, “Trans-
formation and Celebration,” will start
at 4 p.m. Dr. Laly Lichtenfeld — co-
founder and executive director of the
African People & Wildlife Fund and a
member of the National Geographic
Big Cats Initiative — will present “War-
riors for Wildlife: Saving Lions on the
Maasai Steppe.” Deep-sea explorer Bill
Lange will talk about “Discovering New
Worlds Beneath the Sea.” Juan D. Mar-
tinez, director for the Natural Leaders
Network, will present “The New Nature
Movement.” And Brian Leith, an execu-
tive producer for the BBC’s Natural His-
tory Unit in Bristol, England, will talk
about filming an “un-contacted” tribe in
Amazonia. David Milarch, co-founder
of the Archangel Ancient Tree Archive,
theatrical clown Bob Berky, and archi-
tects Nona Yehia and Jefferson Ellinger
round out the second session.

After the sunset reception, “The Art
of Flight” will screen twice. In an email,
Samford called the screenings “huge”
(with a couple exclamation marks),
adding, “Their [Sept. 24 Jackson Hole]
premiere sold out before tix were adver-
tised, so having two screenings Sunday
night ... is stunning.”

Admission to Sunday’s talks costs
$25, which guarantees a seat in the
theater. But each day, 100 free tickets
will be offered through the Wildlife
Film Festival office, and the talks will
be filmed and transmitted to screens in
adjacent rooms at Jackson Lake Lodge.
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Bob Grady, Jefferson Ellinger, Kyle Ruddick, Nona Yehia, Louis Schwartzberg and Laly Lichtenfeld are some of the brilliant minds featured at TedxJacksonHole.



