
18 – 25 April 2013 MONTECITO JOURNAL 39Cultivation to the mind is as necessary as food to the body – Marcus Tullius Cicero

Find the beach ball            and tell us what page it's on

Santa Barbara Life Beach Ball Contest

in this edition of the Montecito Journal - Visit SBLIFE.COM
with the correct beach ball page number and enter to win

Dinner for       and a romantic cruise on the Double Dolphin!

Brought to you by:                                   and

Congratulations to our March winner - Abraham Vera
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Our Town
� by Joanne A. Calitri
Joanne is a professional international photographer and journalist. Contact her at : 

jcalitri_internationalphoto@yahoo.com

African People & Wildlife Fund

Dr. Laly Lichtenfeld, Executive 
Director of the African People 
& Wildlife Fund (APW) arrived 

in our town from Tanzania, courtesy of 
Montecitean Ann Smith. Ann, a board 
member of the APW for eight years, 
splits her time between Montecito and 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming; she spends 
all of her time preserving endangered 
wildlife and nature. 

Ann invited me to write an exclu-
sive on Laly’s visit to Montecito, and 
attend a fundraiser tea at the home of 
Gerry and Imaging Spence, described 
by Ann as an “inviting place full of art 
and fabrics from all over the world.” 
And indeed it was. The tea was attend-
ed by Tipper Gore and her daugh-
ter Sarah Gore Lee, Haley McGuire, 
Carolee Krieger, Jutta Maue Kay, 
Marilee Gordon, Annie Trout, Pam 
Strickfaden, Helga Morris, Heather 
Sturgess, Barbara Savage, Marilyn 
Gevirtz, Diana Basehart, Allison and 
Glenn Leopold, and Bonnie Munroe 
Burgess.

Laly told me that she always had 
a desire to work in Africa, and to 
find her niche to help its people and 
wildlife. A research affiliate of Yale 
University’s School of Forestry and 
Environmental Studies, Laly has over 
15 years of experience in East Africa 
working with large carnivores, local 
communities and village-based con-
servation programs. She received a 
Ph.D. from Yale University in 2005 for 
her research combining wildlife ecolo-
gy and social ecology in an interdisci-
plinary study of human-lion relation-
ships, interactions and conflicts. She is 
a member of the African Lion Working 
Group, the Yale Large Carnivore 
Group as well as a recipient of the 
Fulbright Award. Her work has been 
featured on National Geographic Wild 
and the Discovery Channel Canada. 
Her organization, APW, began in 2001 
as the People & Predators Project, 
a non-profit organization based at 
Yale University. Originally focused on 
applied research and the challenges of 
conserving Africa’s large carnivores, 

the organization made its final transi-
tion to the African People & Wildlife 
Fund, reflecting both its expanded 
mission and its long-term commit-
ment to the African continent in 2008. 
In addition, the Tanzania People & 
Wildlife Fund (TPW) was registered 
in the United Republic of Tanzania as 
APW’s first sister organization.

Q. How are you involved in Laly’s orga-
nization and where do you see it heading?

Ann: I met Laly and her husband, 
Charles, eight years ago in Jackson 
Hole, and after visiting them in 
Tanzania, realized that they have a 
very special vision and dedication to 
the Maasai people and to the wild-
life of Tanzania. I decided to join the 
board and have visited them on six 
occasions and continue to be astound-
ed by the innovative programs they 
are introducing to the adults and chil-
dren of the Maasai Steppe. Lions and 
leopards are being protected by mini-
mizing conflicts between the Maasai 
people and these large cats, and their 
work is being recognized by National 
Geographic and others. I believe that in 
the near future, people will recognize 
her name just as they do Jane Goodall.

What separates the African People & 
Wildlife Fund from similar organizations?

Laly: Our unique attributes include 
our place-based approach, the com-
prehensive breadth of our programs, 
and our deep community relations. 

With these attributes, we are build-
ing what we intend to be the most 
comprehensive and effective model 
of community-based conservation in 
Tanzania and more broadly.

Tell us about the handbags for auction 
and where they are made.

Ann: The purses are made in 
Nairobi, Kenya by African Lily. The 
company was founded by a couple 
who spent their lives in Italy work-
ing for a high-end leather company 
and when they retired to Nairobi, 
they were bored and felt they were 
not making a contribution to society. 
They founded the company and hired 
fifteen HIV positive men and women 
from the slum who they trained to 
produce the purses and other items 
made from leather, which is abundant 
in Kenya. The results are stunning, 
fashionable and durable. So it is a win-

win for everyone! I have been to the 
workshop and observed the people 
who are so proud of the finished prod-
uct. I purchase the items and donate 
them to our sales so that 100% of the 
proceeds go to the African People & 
Wildlife Fund.

Where will the money raised by the auc-
tion be earmarked for the Fund?

Laly: Funds raised at the event will 
be put towards our on-the-ground 
activities on the Maasai Steppe includ-
ing Living Wall installations (environ-
mentally-friendly lion proof livestock 
corrals), youth and adult environmen-
tal education and the support of our 
Warriors for Wildlife teams to combat 
poaching.

For more information about the African 
People & Wildlife Fund and African Lily, 
visit www.afrpw.org and www.africanlily.
com.� •MJ

Board member Ann Smith with host of the 
fundraiser event Imaging Spence and Founder 
of the African People & Wildlife Fund Dr. Laly 
Lichtenfeld 

Longtime friends Carolee Krieger and Haley 
McGuire

Showing off the African Lily handbags on auction 
are Tipper Gore, Imaging Spence, Sarah Gore Lee 
and Ann Smith

S T E A K  •  S E A F O O D  •  C O C K TA I L S

Santa Barbara 
Seafood Pasta
Fresh Salmon, Swordfish, Halibut & Ahi 
simmered with tomato, vegies, fresh 
basil & garlic tossed with Fusilli pasta 
& topped with shredded Parmesan.

$995

L u n C h  •   D I n n E r  •  P r I vAT E  PA r T I E S

Reservations • (805) 564-1200 • Free Valet Parking • By The Boats
113 Harbor Way • chuckswaterfrontgrill.com • endlesssummerbarcafe.net

Lunch 
Special 
Daily 11:30 
to 3:00

Hearty & Healthy




