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African People & Wildlife Fund’s Elvis Kisimir
Named 2013 Disney Conservation Hero

The Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund (DWCF) today announced Elvis Kisimir as a Disney
Conservation Hero. Kisimir was recognized for his passion and dedication to protecting wildlife and wild
places in Tanzania, East Africa.

The African People & Wildlife Fund (APW) nominated Elvis Kisimir for his role in the prevention of lion —
livestock conflict on the Maasai Steppe. As the head program officer for APW'’s big cats conflict
prevention team, he successfully leads several programs that benefit the lives of community members
and the local wildlife. Due to Elvis’ hard work, especially with the organization’s unique Living Walls
program, livestock depredation in the area has decreased steadily since 2010, and lion numbers are
starting to recover. He is one of only fourteen award recipients this year.

“Elvis is a true community-based conservationist. Over the years, | have watched him grow from a
young apprentice to a skilled and confident leader of our big cats conflict prevention program. | am very
proud of him today,” comments Laly Lichtenfeld, Executive Director of the African People & Wildlife
Fund. Elvis’ award will play a key role in the advancement of the African People & Wildlife Fund’s big
cats conflict prevention programs, currently expanding to the northwest of Tarangire National Park.

Disney Conservation Heroes receive an award medal, recognition certificate and cash award that is
shared with their nominating organization. The DWCF annually invites nhon-profit organizations who
have received conservation funding in the past to nominate individuals in communities around the world
for their incredible conservation efforts. Since 2004, Disney has honored 85 Conservation Heroes.

About the African People & Wildlife Fund

The African People & Wildlife Fund is a U.S. nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation of
wildlife and important natural habitats in Africa through a community-based approach. APW builds the
capacity of rural communities to engage in environmental conservation and sustainable livelihood
strategies that promote the dual objectives of biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation for the
mutual benefit of both people and wildlife. The African People & Wildlife Fund’s regional headquarters,
the Noloholo Environmental Center, is located on the Maasai Steppe of northern Tanzania, just east of
Tarangire National Park. For more information, visit www.afrpw.org.

About DWCF

The Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund works to save species and habitats and to connect kids to
nature to help develop lifelong conservation values. To date, DWCF has granted more than $20 million
to support conservation programs in 112 countries. Projects chosen for funding must address a critical
conservation need, contribute solid field science and incorporate community conservation education
and engagement. To learn more visit disney.com/conservation.
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